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II.—Home Apmiistration. 


(a)— Police. 


2635. The Amrita Bazar Patrika appeals to the Inspector-General of — 
Police or the Lieutenant-Governor, to call for the 


Pe — against the Patna pees of the case of Ramdin Singh, constable, of 


3unkipore, whose house was searched for stolen 
property on the strength of a letter which was afterwards denied by the 
supposed signatories. 
Here was an innocent man put to immense trouble and expense by the 
over-zealous police, and yet those who sought to ruin him are still in service 
and enjoy the confidence of the authorities. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


2536. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reports a case in which a native doctor 
who granted a medical certificate to a witness to 
excuse his non-attendance in Court, was himself 
served with a notice by the Subdivisional Officer 
of Magura in Jessore, to appear personally before the Court to show cause 
why he should not be prosecuted and committed for trial for granting a false 
certificate. The poor doctor spent about Rs, 30 in order to obey the summons, 
and, when he did, was taken to task by the Subdivisional Officer who warned 
him never to grant such certificates in future. 

The Pairtka draws the special attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to 
this case, and trusts that the District Magistrate will also take notice of it. 

2537. The Bengalee, referring fo the case of Mr. Ross, Commissioner of 

__. the Sunderbuns, questions the trying Magistrate’s 
Bacon woah ll Ross, Commis- Hower to retract, as he did, the order for commit- 
yeeiea ; ment, and to postpone the committal to the Ist 
November. It argues that, if the Magistrate did ong as he was bound to do, 
an order under section 213, Criminal Procedure Code, it is plain that he had no 
option left but to proceed under section 220, and to commit the accused under 
a warrant to custody. 

He would then have no power either to retract or to postpone the commit- 
ment; for section 215 would stand in his way and he would be /functus offcto. 
In the next place, supposing, he had not actually passed an order under section 
2138, but had simply expressed an intention to commit the accused; what are 
the grounds on which he has adjourned the commitment? The prosecution 
was closed, the accused was examined, and the charges were framed. In fact, 
the enquiry was concluded, and there was no application, either from tae 
prosecution or from the defence, for the examination of any fresh witnesses in 
the case. | : 

The writer feels bound to presume that the only object of the postpone- 
ment was to save a Eurupean officer from the indignity of going to jail. 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Magura, Jessore. 


Apart from the legality or propriety of the proceeding, the Bengulee asks, would 


the same consideration lave been shown if a native of the soil had been the 
offender ? 38 

These are the results of a system of administration which has been con- 
demned universally, yet it exists and grows by what it feedson. Local 
Governments and Administrations are directly interested in the continuance 
of the vicious system under which they are enabled to keep all Judges and 
Magistrates under their thumb. =“ 

They are a party to, in fact, they are in the position of the accused in 
the enquiry that is now being conducted by the Government of India, for the 


separation of judicial from executive functions in the administration of 


criminal justice in this country. They may find it conveniept, nay, even 
necessary, in their own way, to oppose the proposed reform; but what can the 
have to say to these strange cases, or fo justify the ugly disclosures, to whic 
we have just referred? ‘heir earnest adhesion to the existing system forms 


the severest indictment against it; and the Bengale must ask Lord Curzon, in 


the momentvus decision, to which he has been summoned by the public voice, 
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both in this country as well as in England, to arrive at his own conclusions, 
without listening to any special pleading on either side. | 


(d) — Education. Ae 
2538. The Amrita Bazar Patrika points out that by the delay in fillin 


up the post of Principal of the Cuttack College 


Cuttack the students of the 2nd and 4th-year classes whose 
| examinations are close at hand are deprived of a 
Professor of English. It trusts that Government will not appoint a third rate 


officer—a ‘‘ poor white” — to the post, but will select an Indian Professor for the 
appointment. 


The Principalship of the 
College. 


(e)—-Municipal Administration and Local Self-Government. 


2539. The Bengalee takes exception to the ignoring of the signal services 


rendered to the Corporation by Babu Nilambar 


The Vice-Chairman of the Vale Mukerji, Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta Munici- 
cutta Municipality and the Gov- 


ik Se pality, in the Resolution on the adwinistration of 

that Municipality, which is not only humiliating 
to him, but is an insult to the Indian community of Calcutta. It compares the 
services rendered by the Deputy Chairman, Mr. Blackwood, c.8., who has 
received the thanks of the Government in the Kesolution and those of the Vice- 
Chairman, and says that, if a plebiscite were taken, with one voice the rate- 
payers would dations the Vice-Chairman far and away the ablest and most 
efficient officer in the Corporation. ‘‘ But the world is governed by mediocrities, 


and mediocrities must have honour paid them which is refused to men of taleut 
and genius.” 


2540. With reference to the orders contained in the Resolution on the 
municipal administration of Calcutta, that in future 
plague charges should be treated as current expendi- 
ture and should be provided us such in the budget, the same paper says that 
this will mean that an additional sum of 23 lakhs of rupees is to be 
added to the expenditure side of the revenue budget. ‘To meet this sum, it is 
the intention of the Government to raise the rates on buildings and lands, and 
against this part of the resolution the Bengalee suggests that a strong protest 
go forth from the rate-payers who will have,the sympathy and co-operation of 
the Chamber of Commerce and of the non-official European community, for 
the Chamber ‘hot Jong ago observed. in an official communication, which was 
endorsed by the Building Commission, that the maximum of taxation had 
been reached in Calcutta. ee 

Nor is this the only ground for protest. Plague expenditure ought, 
properly speuking, to form a charge on the Provincial and the Imperial 
Exchequer; and this principle has been recognized by the Government of 
Bengal in the substantial help, which it has afforded to local bodies, in the 
the matter of plague expenditure. The Corporation itself has received no: less 
than Rs, 3,52,641 from the Government, as grants for oad Oe of plague 
expenditure, ‘This is a matter in which public bodies should interest them- 


selves, without without any loss of time. Further burdens imposed upon the 
rate payers of Calcutta must be avoided. 


2541. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s special correspondent, writing from 

a ss Dacca on municipal administration, rewarks that 
pviumeiprl administration in My, Rankin hos failed w give satisfaction as Chair- 

man, adding :— | 

‘‘ It must be admitted, however, that a good many roads have been repaired 
und improved during the time of Mr. Rankin, but the filth and dirt which is 
never swept away and is allowed to accumylate on the roads, and after all, the 
clouds of dust which float os thick as missiles, as the streets are never watered, 
cause a gocd deal of disadvautage to the public in general. ‘I'’o add to the 
grievances the oer = pia — removed from the latrines and the 
drains are not properly cleansed. The ‘ Jorepool Cemetery’ road is very ofte 
blocked up with heaps of bricks and wood ; Sa municipality might piste a few 


Increased taxation in Caloutta. 


PROD 
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fees for it, but why should the people suffer from the obstruction of a thoroughfare ? 
Nawab Sir Ashanulla Bahadur has given a very large sum of money os the 
‘electric light ;’ but the people are still under serious disadvantages, as there 
is no “pipe-water system’ here. In fact, the money has been very unwisoly 
squandered. We appeal to Mr. Rankin to remove these grievances.” ; 


2542. The British authorities, says the Amri/a Bazar Patrika, never part Aunrts Bazan 


The Calseits Vorpération. with authority without a severe struggle. They sen nov. 1901. 


; _ gave the Australians some sort of franchise. but 
it was nothing but adelusion and a snare. The Australians in return elected, 
not one of their numbers, but their Secretary of the Colonies as their Mayor, 
which step created such a laughter against the authorities in England that they 
had to give the colonies the real thing at last. This is just what it recommends 
the citizens of Calcutta to do with regard to their municipality, Let them stand 
aloof from it or, if they feel any amusement in electing anybody, they should 
elect Lord George Hamilton or Lord Salisbury as their representative in the 
Corporation. ae | 


2043, Reterring to the case brought by the Municipality against Babu Amurrs Rasa 
Behari Lal Singh for contravening the Building Pip seas. 
Regulations, which was dismissed by the Municipal 
Magistrate, the Amrtta l'azar Patrike asks :— ‘ 
Now who is to compensate Babu Behari Lal for the pecuniary loss and 
harassment to which he was subiected? We think the Corporation should do 
it. At least, Babu Behary Lal ought to sue the Corporation for heavy damage. 
Indeed it is not the rate-payers but the Corporation which should be prosecuted 
frequently for its shortc>mings in various directions. For instance, the other 
day hundreds of men living in Bagbazar did not get a drop of water for several 
days together, Similarly dead cats and rats, and sometimes even dead dogs, 
are found rutting in public thoroughfares to the injury of the health of the 
passers-by. For such negligence the Corporation has no excuse, as its servants 
ure highly-paid men. The rate-payers, who have generally no public spirit 
in them, do not seek to teach the Corporation a lesson when it neglects its 
duties in this outrageous manncr; but the Corporation is ever ready to pounce 
upon the rate-puyers even when they do not actually infringe its rules and 
regulations! : 


The Calcutta Municipal Corpora: 
tion’s prosecutions, 


(9) —Raiiways and Communicattons, including Canals and Irrigaiton. 


2544, ‘The Bengalee publishes some further complaints from its correspond- _—_Baaatzs, 
: . ents against the treatment accorded to passengers %» Nov. 1éul. 

—e on the Howrah Railway platform, It specifies the 

grievances of intermediate class passengers in particular who are required to 

huddle uv, men aud women indiscriminately, until the ticket collector has 

checked their tickets and allows them to enter the platform. It is also stated 

that the accommodation for such passengers on Down mails is very scanty 

and should be looked to, ‘The Bengalee believes that these complaints will not 

cease until the Government steps in and puts an end to the vagaries of Railway 

officials and the culpable inertia of the Railway autaoritics. 


9545. The main cause of famines in India, reiterates the Axrita Bazar  wnrta Baran 
PaTRIEA, 


Patrika, is the annual drain to which this ,,, ag 


The Irrigation Commission. country is subjected. If it is impossible to stop 


this drain, there is another remedy by which the wealth of the people can 
be increased so as to meet the famines. it is by irrigation that the productive 
power of the land can be increased, and in this view the Puiriku applauds the 
action of the Viceroy in appointing the Irrigation Commission, — The 
succossful tercination of the Commission micans the practical salvation of 
India, vet the writer holds that irrigation has its dangers; too much of it 
would generate malaria, while in some places well irrigation would: be best. 
The writer then passes on to the consideration of the subject that India as a 
manufacturing cuuntry has ceased to be, and its people now depend solely upon 
avriculiure, for which reason the Department of Agriculture ought to be the 
most important in India, which itis not. Its existence 1s unknuwn not only 
to the people, but to the Government as well. 
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(h)— General. 


bites Dateh 9546. The Amrita Bazar Pairika brings to light the harsh treatment 
Pareixa, ‘accorded to the proprietress of the Olao estate in 
9th Nov, 1901. Pa orig ag slows Monghyr, a lady who has made herself famous b 


her many acts of charity. It appears the Muni- 
cipality has served her with a notice to show cause why she should not be 


criminally prosecuted. for the failure of her gomashkia to repair certain 


buildings in Monghyr. The Paérita trusts that the scundal will be nipped in 

the bud and not allowed to develop and convulse the country. é 
Awnita Bazan 2547. The Amrita Buzar Pairtka attributes the severe punishments 
oa seg . os ikea bead inflicted by English Magistrates and Judges in this 
a peso A — ee Se ae sympathy with the accused 
Indians, and states that if Englishmen accord 


a different treatment to European prisoners, it is because of a natural law, 
. Notwithstanding, it would have Englishmen, who are proud of their strength 
of mind, to conquer this failing. lt goes on to observe:—The natives of India 
may, however, pride themselves upon their s.cial training which guards them 
against this diminishing scale of sympathy. ‘lhe joint family system tends to 
teach the Hindus to make no distinction between sons and nephews. The 
habit, thus acquired, is extended very far. Thus it is that Englishman do not 
understand why natives of India, injured by their fellow-citizens, would fain 
protect them from the clutches of the police, the Magistrate and the Judge. 


Most English Magistrates and Judges do not understand our conduct, but we 
understand theirs. : 


— > 2548. The Amrita Bazar; Patrika is anxious to see what action the 
) , Viceroy will take upon the representations of the 
12th Nov, 1901. , | 

Pa eg oo tea-planters against the Hon’ble Mr. Cotton. There 


is no doubt, however, that if the ruler of a 
Province is allowed to be intimidated in this way by his countrymen for no 
other fault than a desire to protect the most helpless section of the Indian 
population, then no Lieutenant-Governor or Chief Commissioner will ever care 
to perform his duties properly. When disposing of the memorial of the tea- 
planters, it is hoped that Lord Curzon will keep this simple fact prominently | 
before his eyes. As for Mr. Cotton, he knows how to defend himself against 
the charges. All that the Patrika tells him is that, if afew hundreds of his 
selfish and misguided countrymen are cursing him, there are millions of Indians 
who are praying to God to shower His blessings upon him for his noble efforts 
to amelivra:e the condition of a body of people who are utterly helpless and 


whose sufferings are bound to evoke sympathy in the minds of all excepting 
those who are blinded by self-interest. 


Onto meeee 2519. Keferring to the question of the separation of, we judicial and execu- 
ATRIKA, , . ] : : 

18th Nov. 1901. “. Paget ee tive functions which is now befvre His Excellency 
e separation of the judicia | ° ; 

and the Viceroy, the Amrita Bazar Patrika says that 


the system cannot be justified on moral grounds, 
and that it is bound to demoralize both the officials and the peuple. The 
former, being subject to the influence of passion and rel are apt 
to commit frightful oppressions if they are vested with both judicial and exe- 
cutive powers, asin the case of Mr. Lane of Siliguri. I1f the Government are 
»ot prepared to change the system, it is recommended that, when officials 
abuse their authority, Government should cast them off without remorse and 


alluw them to be prosecuted criminally and givilly like ordinary people. As 


this will never be permitted, the only alternative left is to separate the func- 
tions aud thus terminate the. miser 


ery which the system brings upon so many 
people and the discredit which it casts on the administration of justice in this 


country. 
pas 2080. Referring to Lord George Hamilton’s letter to an Indian official 
13th Nov. 1901. ee dite tee ek concerning the economic drain of at least 30 


millions sterling per annum from India without 
equivalent return, the Amrita Bazar Putrtka asks if there is any other couniry 


in the world which has-to remit 30 or 40 millions every year to a fureign 
land for the purpose of. constructing its railways and managing its civil and 


military affairs? It is India alune which holds this unique position. Even a 


_. child will understand that the arrangement is unnatural and therefore fraught 
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with dire evils. Specious and plausible arguments may be brought forward 
to prove that India is getting ufficient return for this drain, but the famines 
are stern realities—they can’t lie, They proclaim the utter exhaustion ef the 
country. “Famine is attributable to climatic conditions” fotsooth! As if 
these conditions exist nowhere else except in India! As a Canadian paper 
remarked sometime ago, drought is not the monopoly of India,—Canada and 
other countries are also subject to it. But how is it that India alone is over- 
taken by famine? It is easy to rouse a really sleeping man; but it is difficult 
to awake one who feigns sleep. Is it page that intelligent and experienced 
men ljke Lord George Hamilton really do not understand that the ceaseless 
drain from India is the true cause of her misery? Put England in the position 
of India for ten years only, and it will be then plain, even to the Secretary of 
State, how this drain has ruined this unfortunate country. : 
2551. Adverting to Colonel Deane’s inaugural speech delivered before the 


ce Chiefs and others of the newly-created North- 

Dep Preeti cates, eto" *Y ~Western frontier province, which, in its opinion 

strict Magistrates, —s. | ? _— . ) 

: was happy end well conceived, the Amrita Bazar 

Patrika would have every District Officer in India imitate Colonel Deane’s 

example, and advise the people committed to their charge to abjure litigation. 

By collecting the inhabitants of several villages at a central place, a District 

Magistrate could induce them by his- persuasive powers to give up the suicidal 
luxury of cutting one another’s throats in iaw courts. | 


IlI.— LecisLarion. 


2552. The Moslem Chronicle regrets that 4t cannot approve of the methods mosuaw Cunomcts, 
as Wii, iieiain ted of administering the measures adopted by Govern- 9h Nov. 1901. 


Pen Mss or vod ment for the suppression of Ghaziism. Let the 

— Ghazi have an iisiaslinne’ Code of law to 
punish his extraordinary crime, but let the procedure be fair and just and 
let him not be at the mercy of any Ghazi-hunting Deputy Commissioner. 
It would suggest that if under the Criminal Code, six months are awarded for 
an offence, let it be a year in the case of a Ghazi. It particularly condemns 
the provision relating to the disposal of the corpse of a Ghazi, hanged or killed, 
and characterizes it as a feeble attempt of the Government to carry its vindictive 
spirit to the grave—the domain where God, not man, arbitrates, 


IV.—Native States. 


2553, The following paragraph appears in the Indiana Nation :— 


Indien Pri That.Indian Princes should be denationalised 
— : is farthest from the Viceroy’s wish, Indeed he 


seems to regard it as a serious evil, to avert which he has sought, to put limit-— 


ations on their liberty of travelling to Europe. We entirely sympathise with that 
wish and those efforts. But we wonder that a Viceroy who is so anxious to protect 
the national ideas, habits and modes of life of native chiefs, should allow 
English tutors and guardians to be placed over them during their minority, 
Why is an English tutor and paren placed over the Maharaja of Patiala? 
Would a competent and reliable native not be available? A tutor and guardiar 
is not like a Professor in a college who merely educates the intellect of his 
pupils and morally influences them only by his lectures and his life. But the 
tutor and guardian is a constant friend and associate who cannot fail to influence 
the tastes, the social ideas and the modes of life of the youth placed under his 
charge. Under a foreign tutor, all the influences of foreign travel are brought 
home to the youth. No wonder so many native chiefs grow up ignorant of the 
religion and the social practices of their fathers, deficient in their national 
virtues, not learned in their own classics, but with a decided bent for billiards, 


- sports and dancing with a repugnance to the hookah and the shawl, and a partial- 


ity for the cheroot, the frock coat, and the slang of fashionable society. If this 
eto be the discipline of an Indian Prince on Indian soil, we would much 


rather he went to England and had opptsraniiee of acquiring English manii- 
ness instead of being content with English dandyism. | 


Amanita Bazar 
PaTRIRA. 


16th Nev. 1901. | 


Amrita BazaB 
PATRIKA, 


12th Nov. 1901. 
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Vi1,—MIsceLLaNeovus. 


Aunita Basak 9554, Under this heading the Amrita Bazar Pairika recommends the 
Parnika, i leaders of the Congress to study the tactics of the 
16th Mor, 1901, “Trish and Indian Patriots, =‘ Trish patriots and those adopted by wild dogs. 
In spite of Crown prosecutions they became the most popular and powerfyl 
of Irish statesmen and found no difficulty in getting returned to Parliament in a 
body of 50 members. Here they quarrel ed not only with their. common 
enemy, but amongst themselves until, asin the manner of wild dogs, they 
rat a leader, the strongest amongst them, Itis not therefore without prece- 
dent for the Congress leaders to quarrel among themselves. ‘ But,” continues 
the writer, ‘‘the Irish never suffered from so many disabilities as the Indians 
do. We referred before to the prosecution of Irish patriots. The Castle pro- 
secuted and the jury acquitted. That was in Ireland. But such things are not 
ssible in India. The Government, indeed, has no need to prosecute at all. 
it has to deal with the patriot as they did with the Natu brothers. The 
Indians are therefore worse off than the Irish, and have less excuse if they 
injure their country’s cause by internecine quarrels. 
‘‘The Indians are sometimes called ‘niggers’ by their European fellow- 
beings. The word nigger isa corruption of the word Negro. It is said that 
i. the Negroes were born to be slaves, so docile they are. It is said that they are 
fe the gentlest race in the world, and therefore naturally the slaves of the conquer- 
4) ing countries, So, practically, as the Indians are also the gentlest race in the 
world, they are not much better off than the Negroes, We say this because (1) 
the British Government is based upon constitutional basis and is bound to yield 
to constitutional agitation; and (2) because the Indians have not yet made any 
serious effort whatever to remove their disabilities by constitutional agitation.” 


Inpram Mrnnor, 2555. The Indtan Mirror devotes a leader to a comparison of the Bengalis 
16th Nov. 1901. | . and the Marwaris. It recommends the former to 
a and Bengalis com- imitate the enterprise and independence of the 


latter people and give up the search for Govern- 
, ment service, which is not the swmmum bonum of human happiness, and to learn 


to give up that morbid craving for titles if they desire to regain their national 

greatness. ae 
Se 2506. The Amrita Bazar Patrika enumerates the. following reasons 
15th Nov. 1901. Will England retain India ?” a might lead . the’ British to leave 


1) India may cease to be profitable ; 
fe ‘3 England may be overpowered by a righteous feeling for the rights 
. of others and give back freedom to the Indians; 
ot (3) India may be overtaken by a universal famine and the stench of 
if the dead bodies of the starved people might compel the rulers 
to leave the country. 
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